
Issue 318FEBRUARY 2015 

NEWS NEWS &&  VIEWSVIEWS  

KENN 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  318 FEBRUARY 2015 

2 

Birthdays and Anniversaries in 
February 
 
 1st  Tim Taylor 
 2nd  Katy Hill 
 4th  Beth Stowell 
  9th  Sizzle Summerell 
10th  Win Cole 
11th  Alexis Papasolomontos 
14th  Richard Dyer 
15th  John Andrews 
16th  Marianna Mackay 
17th  Jeff Naish 
  Julian Gale 
21st   William Cheek 
22nd  Polly Summerell 
  Lizzy Dyer 
23rd  Lorraine and Jonathan Allison 

wedding anniversary 
25th  James Griffin 
  Rebecca Stowell 
26th  Amelia Ann Bone 

St John The Evangelist, Kenn 
Altar Guild for February 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jan Bedford and Sara Thole 

 

Due to the fact that some people have moved 
we now need someone to help Jan Bedford 
and Sarah Thole in February with the church 
flowers.    
 

This is a very little job that helps keep our 
church clean and bright for the whole 
community and entails a small amount of time 
for one month a year. 
 

We are also looking for someone to help 
Barbara Middleton and Iris Callow in 
September. 
 

For more details please contact me Marianna          
07860 497203 or 01275 340323 

 
 
January's Family Service  
 

at St John's could have been called 
'Adventures in Chocolate'.  Warren had 
chosen the New Testament reading 
about The Wedding at Cana, beautifully 
read by Sam, as the morning's  theme.  
 
This reading is often remembered for 
the 'water into wine' miracle, but there 
are lots of things in this account of a 
rural wedding reception than that.  
 
We can learn about the social etiquette 
of the day.  To run out of wine was a 
real blunder. When Mary first asked 
Jesus to 'Do something!', he was 
reticent, perhaps a bit embarrassed, 
but eventually agreed to help. The 
water turning into wine was Jesus's first 
recorded miracle and marks the 
beginning of his ministry, clever people 
have jumped through lots of hoops 
trying to work out 'how he did it'. It 
leads us to wonder what a miracle is, 
this is what the grown-ups pondered.  
 
Meanwhile, the children were 
concentrating on the fact that Jesus 
loved a good party.  Thus we decorated 
cakes with melted chocolate and 
millions and billions  (well really they 
were hundreds and thousands but we 
like to encourage everyone in Kenn), 
gave out blowers and glo-sticks and 
even appeared to, rather messily, turn 
water into blackcurrant squash. We 
enjoyed all these things after the 
service, along with a lot of chat. 

 
Julia Bush 
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Pam Stuckey's funeral was a quiet, dignified and friendly affair.  
 
About fifty people met to remember a shy, diligent country girl 'who never did harm to 
any one'.  
 
Rev Avril Gaunt took the service and the hymns had been chosen by Pam herself. 
Tributes were read by Mr James King and Mrs Jan Bedford.  
 
In her address, Avril reflected on Pam's place in Kenn, and also paid tribute to the 
longstanding care paid to Pam by Liz Spedding and Jan Bedford over many years, 
especially after she left the village to live firstly at The Cherry Orchard, and latterly at 
Elm View. 
 
After the service the congregation enjoyed refreshments at Kenn Village Hall.  
 
A fitting way to remember a gentle soul. 
 
 

Julia Bush 

Pastoral Care in Kenn. 
 
While I know that there's a lot of 
'pastoral care' going on in Kenn, 
neighbours watching out for each other, 
lifts given to non-drivers for shopping 
and so on, once a year I just remind 
everyone that the Yatton Moor Team 
Ministry will always offer support.  
 
This might be from the Pastoral Care 
Team or the clergy, or from someone in 
the congregation with specific  
expertise. It is always confidential. If 
you think this might help you, contact 
Rev Warren Williams (01934 833608) 
or as a first step, Julia Bush (01275 
873554) 

KENN’S CHURCH BELL 
 

John and Grace Griffin rang the single bell in 
the Tower at St. John  the Evangelist at 
Midnight on 31st December to welcome in the 
New Year. 

 

Our Flag 
 
Our flag flew on 8th January to honour the 
passing of Pamela Olive Mary Stuckey and on 
27th January for her funeral. 
 

 
Church Floodlighting 
 
29th December to mark the 80th birthday 
of Iris Callow 
 
18th January for Evensong at St. John’s 

Thank  you Thank  you Thank you 
  
At the end of December, I was able to send 
£97 to the Children's Society and £105 to 
Christian Aid (Christmas appeal for Kenyan 
Midwifery Services).  
 
This money came from donations from      
congregations attending the Christingle  
Service and services throughout December. 
 

Julia Bush 
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Saturday 28th February 

10-12 noon 

 

Margaret Bessant  

invites you to 

KENN CHURCH ROOM 

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 

 

Proceeds to Cancer Research 

 

All welcome, come and meet 

your friends. 

     
 

          Saturday 14th February 
 
  10.00am - 12 noon  
 
 

Lots of stalls, including Fairtrade, Heaven Preserve Us, eggs,  
fresh vegetables, meat and bread, crafts, jewellery, cosmetics, books, 

photographs, cards etc.      Sit down and enjoy Coffee and Cakes. 
 
 

Bookings - Lyn Burnett 01275 870189 or Margaret Hobbs 01275 876277 

 

What’s on at The Drum? 
 

VILLAGE LUNCH 
TUESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 

Meet from 12 noon 
 

Saturday 14th February 
St. Valentine’s Day 

 
Sunday 22nd February  

6.00pm - 8.30pm 
Jazz on Sunday 

New Society Jazz Band 
 

Monday 23rd February 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

Buffet Night 

Best of Spanish 
 

Advance booking recommended 873433  
 

Wednesday Night is Quiz Night 

 
LENT LUNCHES 

 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday then each 

Wednesday until Holy Week 
 

12 noon to 2.00pm 
 

Cherry Tree House, 
Kenn Street, Kenn 

 
Donations to Christian Aid 
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Big Lunch Meeting 

 
Twenty five residents of Kenn 
(with apologies from 8 others) 
gathered in the village hall to 
start planning Kenn's Big Lunch 
2015 to be held on Sunday June 
7th.  
 
A lively discussion of ideas 
ensued and exciting plans have 
been set in motion.  
 
Topics ranged from food, drink, 
entertainment, games, 
competitions, village photograph, 
fancy dress and themes.  
 
It is already sounds like a day to 
remember, so now is the time to 
put the date (07/06/15) in your 
diary and to tell your family and 
friends.  
 
EVERY resident of the village will 
be invited to the party. 
 
If you were unable to attend the meeting and feel you would like to help please let us 
know. 
 
 

Robin and Marianna 

 
Bags of  Rock Salt, for use on garden paths, are still available from  Bram Rigg  in the  
Church  layby,  near the flagpole.    Feel free to help yourselves. 
 
Bird food of all kinds is also available - help yourselves and leave pennies in the box-
es! 
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Ray Chappell  

 
 
 
To show KENN'S appreciation for 
more than twenty years of cutting the 
grass we were able to present Ray 
Chappell with a £230 Garden Voucher 
after a collection among grateful 
villagers.  
 
Many thanks to all who contributed. 
 
 

Robin and Marianna 

 
 
 

January Coffee Morning - Thank You 
 
John and Grace were delighted to welcome everyone on Saturday 24th to the Church Room  
for a most enjoyable Coffee Morning. 
 
Thanks to everyone who gave towards the cost of our Church Christmas Tree. 
 
 

Our thanks go to John and Grace and Hartley and Jane Staples who annually erect, 
decorate and later on - remove the Christmas Tree in our Church. 
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The Kenn W.I. January meeting 
was well attended despite the 
wind and rain. 
 
Our speaker was Marilyn Drag, 
a JP who was appointed in 
1997, the same time as Anita 
Simmons, who was unable to 
attend as she was meeting the 
Bishop of Bath and Wells.  

 
Marilyn works on the North Somerset Bench, mainly at Worle Magistrates 
Court.  
 
She led us into the world of the Courtroom and how the system works and 
what punishments can be issued. 97% of cases are actually heard in the 
Magistrates Court, however, all cases start there.  
 
It was great to meet Marilyn but I was glad l was not in front of her! 
 
Our first fund raising event for our 2015 charity, League of Friends of 
Clevedon Hospital, will be a coffee morning at the March Market in Kenn 
village hall. We hope to see some of you there. 
 
The W.I. skittles season has started and we played Uphill W.I. at Weston. 
This was a very friendly match with both teams having gone to lose! Kenn 
did win by 35 pins and now wait to see who our next opponents will be. 
 
Our speaker in February is Brian Cherry from Clevedon Care, our charity 
last year.  He will explain how Clevedon Care works and how your 
donations are used. 
 
Visitors are always welcome. Also if there is anybody who would like to 
give us a talk or if there is something you would like to hear a talk on, then 
please do contact myself or any W.I. members and we will see what we 
can do. 
 

           Marion Hulance  
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
Sarah Clark   01934 833307  
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Revd Warren William 01934 833608 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
                      Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursday 5th February 10.00am 
Thursday 19th February 10.00am  

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesdays  4th/18th  February 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 12th March 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 10th March 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 11th March 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 
 

Catalogues can be viewed at 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
 

 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
14th February - 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling -  3rd/10th/17th/24th 
 
Dustbin -     10th/24th 
  
Green Waste -  3rd February 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 

 

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm 

 

Wednesday 11th 
February -  

Visitors Welcome 

North Somerset Times 
 

Don’t forget that copies of 
this local newspaper are 
freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey from 
Wednesday afternoon 
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  2.00pm Wednesday  - 18th February 
 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 
  
 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

Proceeds to Village Christmas Party 
 

Help and Jumble needed contact: 
 

Jean Fenwick 01275 875073 
Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Welcome to David, Johanna and young Harry who have recently moved 
into Moorgates  - we were particularly pleased to welcome them at the Crib  
Service. 
 
My John, (along  with Stephen Brain, Chris Blake and Robert Down) is 
looking into the possibility of faster BROADBAND -  watch this space!! 
 
Having spent most of January in Mexico, John and I are pleased to be 
home and hope to catch up on Village Events. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributes to this Magazine and also to all who 
kindly distribute it.    Copy for March - as soon as you have it please to: 
 

margaret.john@btinternet.com 

mailto:margaret.john@btinternet.com
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Down on the Farm February 

 
Winter has arrived this past month and as we have been spoiled by mild weather 
these past 2 years it has come as a bit of a shock.  
 
Fortunately the evenings are drawing out and hopefully spring is just around the 
corner.       
 
The snowdrops in the garden have started to flower this past week and I always think 
this is the first sign. 
 
On the Farm all the sheds are crammed full of sheep which have just started lambing. 
I would expect them to lamb very fast in the next week or so. Lamb prices are good 
and beef prices continue to rise.  
 
Usually at this time of year the meat trade is very sluggish as people struggle with the 
credit card bills following on from Christmas. 
 
Milk prices are the lowest for years and one large wholesale processor is suffering 
cash flow problems. Unfortunately as usual the farmer is to suffer.  
 
Also supermarkets are discounting milk sales and milk can now be bought for less 
than a bottle of water. 
 
 

Written by Miles Naish, typed by Leon Naish 
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YATTON MOOR TEAM — SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2015 

 

 
1st Sunday  1st February THE PRESENTATION of CHRIST (Candlemas)       WHITE 
 
8:30am Holy Communion at Kenn*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am Morning Worship/Holy Communion at Claverham  
11:00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm Evensong at Yatton*   
 
2nd Sunday 8th February THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT  GREEN 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
  with Reception of Cherie Mercer into the Church of England 
9:30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11:00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*   
 
3rd Sunday  15th February THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT       GREEN 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Claverham*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
3.00pm Holy Baptism at Cleeve ~ Finley William Wright  
6:00pm Evensong at Kenn*   
 
3rd Wednesday 18th February — ASH WEDNESDAY   PURPLE 
 
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton with Imposition of Ashes 
11.00am        Holy Communion at Kenn with imposition of ashes 
7.30pm Team Choral Communion at Yatton with Imposition of Ashes 
 
4th Sunday  22nd February THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT        PURPLE 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*   
8:30am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
10:00am Café Celebration at Court de Wyck School  
11:00am Family Service at Kenn - Plough Service   
6.00pm Holy Communion at Claverham  
6:00pm Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton  
 
 
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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We wanted to announce to the village the 
safe  
arrival of our daughter Alice Nesta Roberts 
on  
Monday 8th December 2014 at 1:05pm, 
weighing 6lb 15oz.   
 
Mum, Dad and Alice are all doing well.   
 
We have attached some pictures.  
 
Simon and I moved to the village just over a 
year ago and really love it here.  
 
Jane and Simon Roberts, Willow Cottage, 
Duck Lane.  
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What’s on in Kenn 

February 
 

Tuesday 10th - Drum and Monkey 
VILLAGE LUNCH 

From 12noon 
 

Wednesday 11th - Kenn Village Hall 
Kenn Women’s Institute 

7.30pm 
 

Saturday 14th - Kenn Village Hall 
10 - 12noon 

Village Market and Coffee Morning 
 
 

Wednesday 18th - Kenn Village Hall 
JUMBLE SALE 2.00pm 

For Christmas Party Funds 
 

Thursday 19th - 7.30pm Kenn Village Hall 
Songs from the Shed - featuring NINEBARROW 

 
Monday 23rd February 

Drum and Monkey 
Book Group 

 
Saturday 28th - Kenn Church Room 

10-12 noon 
Charity Coffee Morning for Cancer Research 
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Lent Groups 2015 

  

PRAISE HIM – Songs of Praise in the New Testament 

  
We are used to singing hymns of praise when we go to church but often we miss the hymns and 
poems that are there in the New Testament.  This course will explore five different Songs of Praise 
from the New Testament, looking at what they tell us about God and Jesus but also reflecting on 
what they tell us about us and our faith. 
  
1. Gratitude   (Ephesians 1.3-14) 
2. Image of God  (Colossians 1.15-20) 
3. Humility   (Philippians 2.5-11) 
4. New birth   (1 Peter 1.3-12) 
5. Word made flesh  (John 1.1-14) 
  
If you would like to join a group please ring the number shown to put your name down. 
Some groups will have limited numbers.   
When booking, please state whether or not you would like to purchase a booklet at £3.49. 
  
The course will start week beginning Monday 23rd February. 
  
Mon:   2.15pm   Led by Celia Andrews (01275 877806) 
  Venue to be confirmed 
  
 2.00pm Elmdale Cottage, Bishops Road, Claverham  
  Led by David Harrex and Hosted by Lee O’Brien (01934 832820) 
  
 8.00pm 13 Heathgate, Yatton  
  Led and Hosted by Rachel and Keith Mitchell (01934 834309) 
  
              7.30pm   Kingfisher Cottage, Back Lane, Kingston Seymour  
 for 7.45 Led and Hosted by Warren and Diana Williams (01934 833608 ) 

  
  
  
Tues:   10.30am 22 Chestnut Drive, Claverham Led by Paul Stalder 
  Hosted by Mary Kesby (01934 833707)  
  
 2.00pm 5 Chescombe Road, Yatton - Peter Mills’ 
  Led by Allan Attwood (01934 838000) 
  
 7.45pm 24 Stowey Road, Yatton hosted by Keith Woodham [01934 832929] 
  Led by Ian Bowley (01934 835489) 
   
Weds: 7.45pm Cleeve Vicarage, 1 Millier Road, Cleeve  
  Led and Hosted by David and Liza Harrex (01934 833772) 
  
 7.45pm 44 Binhay Road, Yatton – Freda and Ray Star’s 
  Led by Martin Buckley (01934 835205) 
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BIRD NEWS 
 
As the berries disappeared from the hedgerows so the Fieldfares and Redwings 

moved on and by mid month there were few to be seen locally.  

 

In fact the only abundant wintering birds are starlings and I feel sure that these 

provide prey for the local peregrine falcons.  They are often taken to the top of one 

of the electricity pylons where the falcon can feed without being  

pestered by crows. 

 

There are quite a few Stonechats on the moors, but Snipe numbers are down and 

there are no Siskins, Redpolls or Bramblings due I believe to there being plentiful 

seed supplies in Scandinavia and Scotland.  

 

However, lots of ducks and waders have arrived on the Somerset Levels, with 

100,000 birds on West Sedgemoor, comprising 50,000 Ducks, 30,000 Lapwings 

and 20,000 Golden Plover. There was also a record count of Wigeon at Shapwick 

Heath this month; 3,400 on one lake there last week. 

 

A bit out of our area, a Dartford Warbler is wintering in a public park in 

Cheltenham. 'Darties' breed on gorse and heather moors so to find one in a park 

(and it has survived cold and snow)  is astonishing. It is frequenting a wildflower 

meadow area - full marks to the local council for providing this. 

 

Several of our resident species are now singing on sunny mornings and more 
birds will start to claim their territories as we go through February. 
 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 

 

Dartford Warbler 
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Songs from the Shed 

 
The next ‘Songs From The Shed’ from Kenn will  
be in the village hall on Thursday 19

th
  February. 

John Earl has booked a fabulous band.  
 
They are ‘Ninebarrow’, a multi award winning folk 
duo.  
 
These two young men play within the folk 
tradition. They write their own music and lyrics or 
rework folk songs to their own unique style.    
 
Their music is inspired by the landscape and 
history of the British Isles.  
 
It already looks like a great night.  
 
Tickets are £10 from ‘songsfromtheshed.com 
 

Caroline and John       

Book Group 
 
We met to discuss ‘Wolf Hall’ by Hilary Mantel on Monday 26

th
 January.  We had a lively and 

informed debate on this novel.  
 
The group talked about the concept of merging historical fact with literary fiction.  We also mused on 
Mantel’s literary style.  Individually we ranged from easily accessing her prose to being totally 
unable to find a way in.  
 
The next book we are going to read is ‘Scoop’ by Evelyn Waugh.  
 
As usual we will meet in The Drum on the last Monday of the month.  
 
This will be Monday 23

rd
 February 2015.    

A Big Thank You 
 

I would like to thank the Villagers for the most generous gift you  have given me, on 
my retirement from keeping the Village Greens tidy. 
 
I have enjoyed doing it.                   

Ray Chappell 
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Pam Stuckey 
 
Pam sadly died on 8

th
 January at Weston General Hospital.  

She had suffered a severe stroke and her time had come.  
She was ready to go. 
 
Pam’s funeral on Wednesday 27

th
 January at St. John’s had 

the church full with  family, friends and carers.    
 
Rev Avril Gaunt conducted a most beautiful service which 
included readings and hymns that Pam had chosen herself.   
 
I include my tribute to Pam only because people have asked 
me to. 
 
After the service in church, Cheryl and Freddie from 
Bowberry Farm set out a lovely tea party in the Village Hall.   
Again there were many people there sharing fond memories 
and photographs of Pam.  She would have felt very blessed 
by the occasion. 
 

Jan Bedford 

I am privileged to be allowed this opportunity to talk about my / OUR  friend Pam.  I am aware that I 
have only known her during the last 28 years.  There are many of you here who have known her so 
much longer.   For that reason I have enlisted help from fellow Kennites to try to give a broader 
picture of Pam throughout her life; as a child, and a younger woman, as well as the lady in her 60s 
that I first met here at this church.  We and Iris Goldsworthy were the August Altar Guild team. 
 
The overall feeling I have been given of Pam’s younger life is that she worked hard, very hard, and 
was always busy.  She went to Kenn School  with her good friends Lucy Baker and Grace Avis.    
As her father, George,  passed away when she was very young, she also had to help her mother, 
Elda, at her home, Carpenters  Farm, where she tended the animals and the land - she was a farm 
girl.   Hartley Staples has a lovely photograph of Pam at school which he has brought today and will 
be pleased to share with you.  He remembers Pam as a young lady always in her wellies, but 
occasionally having a rare afternoon off going blackberrying or mushrooming with her friend Grace.    
 
Ann Holtham remembers that Pam was always in a rush and she would say; “I am just going to 
dap to the shops”, or “I am just going to dap to the post”, or wherever else she was hurrying to. 
 
Apparently, Pam sometimes found time to go dancing and play tennis and hockey.  She also 
belonged for many years to the WRVS.   Renee Stowell remembers nursing for the Red Cross with 
Pam, Hazel Stowell and others at Winford Hospital on a Sunday afternoon each month.  If we look 
at the photograph of Pam here in the church today we see a beautiful young woman.  Rumour has 
it that she had at least one courtship, but sadly things did not work out.    
 
I think we can all see how dramatically Pam’s life may have changed had she become a wife and 
had children.  She would have been a lovely Mum as she clearly loved children.  Our neighbour 
Jenny Pascoe remembers that she was such a friendly lady when Jenny walked her boys round to 
the Post Office and Pam would greet them in her garden on the way.      
 
She was always so interested to meet and hear about people’s children or grandchildren.    
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Pam had strong family ties and good friends and they / YOU were so important to her.  Mr King has 
already spoken of Pam’s family members.  One of her most treasured memories was when in 1959 
she went to Canada to stay with some of her cousins there - quite an adventure for this young lady 
from Kenn! 
 
It seems to me that Pam liked the name Betty!  She had three close friends called Betty; Betty 
Vowles / Fortune, who I believe was also a relative; then there was Betty Griffin / Smith; and there 
was Betty White.  Pam was a loyal friend and took trouble to maintain these friendships throughout 
her life.  She loved the village tea-parties that helped her to keep in touch with them. 
 
About 35 years ago Pam, Elda, and the Stuckey family sold most of Carpenters Farm, where she 
had been born and brought up.  They then moved to Little Carpenters, built on part of the farm that 
had once been the cattle sheds.  Just a few years afterwards Elda passed away and Pam was on 
her own.   Her remaining family and friends must have become particularly important to her then. 
 
It was not too long after this that I met her, as I have said, while cleaning this church.  Pam had 
great faith and belief and it was important to her to do this.  She was allergic to dust and so her job 
was always to polish the brass - the brass was never so shiny as in the month of August!  As the 
Augusts passed by though, age began to catch up with her.  She had long suffered with bad legs -
“Tis m’legs you know!" but now an arthritic condition started to disable her and she began to find 
life more difficult to cope with.    
 
How very fortunate for Pam that she had made another friend around this time, a relative 
newcomer to the village, Liz, (now Spedding), who had taken over the Post Office.  After puzzling 
over a water bill one day together, Pam would visit the Post Office more often to sort out other 
things.  Liz greatly enjoyed her company.  As she says; “We had a laugh together!”   On Liz’s 
Tuesday afternoons off they would sometimes go to Cheddar or on other trips, perhaps if Pam 
wanted to do some shopping.  When Pam sadly became more unable to get out she had her 
pension delivered to her when Liz would cycle round in her lunchtime.    
 
Shortly before Pam left the village her relatives and friends, including Liz, organised a special 80

th
 

Birthday Party for her which many of you may remember.  The late Mrs Ruth Dyer, who I am told by 
Marianna was very fond of Pam, had generously allowed us to have the party in her home at Kenn 
Court.  You can imagine how much this meant to Pam - she talked about it for months / years 
afterwards! 
 
Sadly Pam did at last have to say goodbye to her life in Kenn.  However, being the resilient person 
she was, it did not take her too long to settle into her new home at Cherry Orchard, Clevedon.   
Pam’s relatives were themselves becoming elderly by this time so she would always say; “If it 
were not for Liz I don’t believe I could possibly have come to Cherry Orchard and I shouldn’t 
be here now.”  Liz deserved this gratitude, but that was Pam - independent, never asking for help, 
but so very grateful if help was given. 
 
Pam actually thrived at Cherry Orchard.  She was well cared for and, for a then really quite shy, 
reserved person, it is to be admired that she embraced the social life there.   She was kept in touch 
with Kenn by Margaret Ball being sure to print the News and Views for her delivered kindly by 
Sheila Naish.  She also had many Harvest deliveries and was chauffeured to at least one more 
Christmas Tea Party.    
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She has had many wonderful carers, both at Cherry Orchard and later at Elm View, some of whom 
became especially important to her.  However, I have to mention in particular Cathy Smith, who 
became a special friend as well as a carer to Pam.  Cathy told me that of all the people she has 
cared for Pam is one of two who were “entirely accepting of everything that happened to her 
and never complained.”   Cathy helped Liz, Robert Willcox (with his cattle truck!), Colin and I, with 
Pam’s move to Elm View, and still remained visiting and helping her ever since.  She has fond 
memories of taking all her grandchildren to visit Pam. 
 
Cathy’s description of Pam echoes the prevailing feelings that others share.  Moving from Berkshire 
to Kenn ourselves, Colin and I have been deeply impressed by many of the true country folk living 
here in Kenn of which Pam was one.  She lived a simple, hard-working, country life and was 
satisfied with her lot. 
 
I would like to share two particular memories of Pam.  4 years ago when my Mum (another Betty) 
sadly passed away, she left behind her a rather nice, relatively new electric reclining chair.    
 
Pam at Cherry Orchard had an old armchair, not particularly fitting for her now rather disabled 
state, but she would not have dreamed of changing it.    
 
The journey of Mum’s chair from Southampton to Cherry Orchard in the back of our VW Golf was 
not an easy one, but it was so entirely worth it.  Colin and I will not forget the look on Pam’s face 
when she first sat in her new chair.  For that moment I believe she felt a bit like a Queen.  It must 
have taken at least the next 20 visits to Pam before she managed to stop thanking me for her chair 
and she used it for the rest of her days. 
 

On Pam’s 90
th
 birthday I visited her at Elm View and said to her; “How are you Pam.  Are you 

having a lovely day?"   She answered; “Yes I am, Jan – I am.”    
 
Then she paused and said; “But you know, Jan, I shouldn’t really like to grow very old:  no, I 
shouldn’t like to grow very old!”   We laughed together when I pointed out to her; “Pam, when 
you think about it you’re not doing too badly now if you’re 90 are you?” 
 

Sadly though Pam’s life was not easy during the next, her last, year  She would tell you of her many 
discomforts but she would always end up by saying; ”But I am lucky, very lucky, yes, I am.”   Her 
last weeks at Weston Hospital were so distressing but she was well cared for and SO accepting, 
brave and dignified. 
 

If Pam could have spoken then, I know she would have wanted to thank her cousin, Martin, a 
hundred times over.  He visited her so many times in horrible weathers, even on Christmas Day 
and New Year to represent his family members now less able to visit themselves. 
 

I would like to use John Griffin’s words to sum up Pam as he put it so well.   
 
He said; “I believe she was a sweet and gentle soul who throughout her life never did harm 
to anybody.” 
 

God bless you, Pam! 
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